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Henry, Herbert, Mabel,
Grace and Frances.

Dear Ones:

A few hours ago we sont word to you by wire of paps's sudden
death early this morning. It is due you at this my firast oppertunity
to tell you a little of the circumstences and of the plans which are
being formulated.

As you know, 3Sunday, August 29, was his 834 birthday. While
wo have been noticing a rather steady decline in his physical condition
during the past sight months, yet he was continuing with his work in
good spirits, taking his usvel interest in it, in the #ffairs about the
home end in the advancsment of our denominational work.

Sunday and Mondey we spent in = trip to Nountain Viasw to
attond a White Estate Board meeting Sunday afierncon;and to study with
the Pacific FPress brethren certain book illustration problems Monday
morning ., papa teking an setive part in the work at the Press although
he expressed some feeling of weakness which he said he had felt for
several days.

Yesterday morning he came to the office at atout 10 o'clock
and gave study to the work hs was doing on the "Sketches."™ In the after-
noon he walked to the offige agaln and smong other things wrote a little
note for publication in the REVIEW expresaing his appreciation to the
hundreds of friends who had remembered his birthday. This is the last
work he did.

I took him home tu supper at 6 o'cloek, I am told that after a
light supper, he took charze of worship, seeminglyvery clear and bright;
snd then read the REVIEN until about 8 c'clock. Feeling the eye-strain,
he retired, but was restless; and at 10 o'clock took a warm bath hoping
to quiet his nerves. We do not know whether he slept after the bath butl
at & quarter of twelve he dressed and ewakened mother telling her of his
scarcity of breath and asking her if she could do something to help.

She called me st once and I ealled Helen Webster and through the #debaters,
the Sanitarium, and ssked Dr., Vollmer tc come as quickly as poasible.

Helen dsbster came to the house at once, She is a very efficient
nurse and she took charge of affairs in a masterly way, knowing just what
to do. Through her treatment, pepa was made a little nore comfortable and
then Dr. Vollmer came in., He made rather a hasty examination and found:
that the dause of the difficulty was an embolism camsing a cengestion in
the lungs. He gave two or three hypedermics %o stimulate the heart muscls
and then advised he be taken to the Sanitarium where they covld ygre the
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benefits of oxygen. Before leaving, pape requested that we pray. Of
course, we had all been praying in our hearts and working fast; but
with this request that we pray for the forgiveness of transgressions
and for healing if it was the Lord's will, we all knelt and Dr. Vollmer
plead with God for help.

4e then carried him to Dr. Vollmer's car and he was taken
to the Sanitarium and made as comfortable as pessible in 2 room on
the fifth floor. He showed material sigms of wesknass. The oxXygen was
brought and used and every human effort was made to aid over the crisis,
but he closed his eyes in rest at 1:25 just sbout an hour and a half
after the merked symptoms of difficult breething appeared.

Mother, Flla, Dores and I were in the room with him as he died.

His difficult breathing made it impossible for him to talk with us. Dr.
Vollmer feels he was conscious to the lest and death came without a

struggle.

His last words to mother were, as he was leaving the house,
"Tell mother that I am feeling much better.” And his last request was
for a hot water bottle to warm his feet.

Aftor his death we went to Dr. Vollmsr's office snd thers we
121d plans for the fumeral, etcetra. The only suitable building large
onough to accommodate those who will probably wish to attend the funeral
agide from our Senitarium chapel, which could net be used for such
purposes, is the College Chapel; =nd we are plasmaing to hold the funeral
there Sunday afternoon at two o'clock. e called Tlder Calkins by phone
and asked him to take charge of the funeral services rather anticipating
that he will secure a General Conference man to preach the funeral
semon if such is available.

Following the funeral, mother and I will take the Overland
train for Battle Creek, leaving Suisun at 10:28. Thia will place us
in Chicago iiednesday morming a week from today. Plans are for e

funeral in Battle Cresek Thuraday afternoon and papa will be laid
to reat beslde his father and mother and brothers in the Cak Hill

cometary.

While we have anticipated such a time es this as an eventu-
ality, it has all come so suddenly thatv it secems almost like a dresnm.
On the other hand, I think we should be grateful tp God that in his
letting father rest he was not permitted %o linger or suffer over a
long veried of time, Hs died with the armor of work om. Me worked here
at the office within seven hours of his death. When he went to the
Sanitarium he carrisd the vault keys with him,

Of courae, papa's death will brinz sbout a major change
in the ¥state work. Four years ago plens wers laid for the removal
"of the files and the work to Washingtom in the event that he could
no longer continus ss the Custodian. Jnst how long this will take
and how it will be worked cut I cannot say. ife are calling a meeting
of our Board for Saturday night, September 4. We heve asked Elder
Shaw %o come at once. Then there ars papa's affairas to be taken care
of', That will tske soms time. However, this morning we have been dis-
“pussing the advisadility of mother's remeining in the Bast with
Henry and Herbert for a few weeks following the Battle Creek funeral,:
There will probably be nothing to bring her back to Californiz at '
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once, and we think it may be just as well for her to spend a little
imo in the Tast when it cen be done with very little additional trave

expense. She may stay, and return with me late in October. ;

Every one is very kind and helpful., This morning I received
a telegram from the General Conference. It is addressed to the family,
and so 1 give it as Tollows: "Committee and General Conference family
deeply grieved to learn of Elder ‘hite's death, Lament the passing of
& faithful leader in the work and join in expressing our heartfelt
sympathy to you apd other members of the family." Sighed, H. T,
Ellictt, issociate Secretary Genersl Conference 5. D. A,

Just what mema's future plans will be it is too early to
know, I thivnk, however, we will endeavor to work thinzs out so as
to free her from responsibility at St. Eelena.

%ell, this is a s8ad day in our experience., On the other hand,
#e rejoice that papa had a part e few years ago in devleping plsns for
the Tetate work sc that it mey be cerried forward without serious
handicap. Just Sunday on the way to Mountain View we reviewed with
profit the guidance of Cod in the steps that have been taken during the
past few years binding this work togsther in good shape. He felt easy
regarding the future and hed confidence in his brethren thet the work
would be carried on as it should be. This perhaps is s8ll I need write

for the present.

P. S. We are hoping, of course, that the relstives from Scuthemm
Californis will be able to attend the funsral here; and Henry =nd
Herbert with their families cen attend the funersl being plenned for
at Battle Creek, Thursday afternoon, September nine.

Alf;r
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